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NFB Heritage & Traditional Building magazine is 
an innovative magazine for the Heritage industry. 
The publication focusses on the challenges 
facing the Heritage sector, new initiatives, new 
products to market, apprenticeships, regional 
spotlights as well as showcasing members work.

The magazine has a national reach of over 
60,000 in both digital and print editions to 
key decision-makers in the Heritage industry, 
including:

• Local authority planning departments
• National Trust
• English Heritage
• Church Care & National Churches Trust  

(with digital version to all sites – approx. 
56,000)

• National Lottery Heritage Fund (and recipients)
• Companies delivering heritage work – 

construction companies, specialist  and 
specialist suppliers
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One of the 
dreams from 
both the 
architect’s point 
of view and our 
point of view was 
that whatever 
was done to the 
tower, could be 
removed if 
needed, without 
damaging the 
fabric of the 
tower.”

systems and services. All 

within the monument itself, 

so everything had to be done 

carefully and diligently.”

Turner adds that some of 

the most significant aspects of 

the project are those that the 

typical visitor won’t even see:

“There are the Bartizan 

staircases which lead you up 

to the chapel, these needed 

a lot of repair work. We had 

to custom build scaffolds to 

support the works, with some 

of the steps weighing just 

under a tonne, and it was a 

very restricted circular space to 

work in.
Another key area was the 

works to the King’s Tower, 

where poultice cleaning 

and stone replacement was 

undertaken. Nobody has had 

access to this level, and the 

wonderful views of York that 

accompany it, for hundreds 

of years. A primary focus 

of the brief was to improve 

accessibility while being 

sympathetic to the fabric of this 

historic building.”

Another fascinating aspect 

of the work is that while 

Simpson has gone to every 

effort to sympathetically bring 

the iconic tower into the 21st 

century, Simpson worked 

with the the design team to 

enable the modernisation to be 

completely removed and return 

the building to its original state 

if required: “The aspiration from 

both the client and architect’s 

was that whatever was carried 

out to the tower, could be 

removed if needed, without 

damaging the fabric of the 

building.
A lot of work was undertaken 

to stabilise the front facade 

where the chapel is housed. 

We installed six-meter cintec 

anchors to the structure taking 

a stone out of each side so we 

could core drill through the full 

six metres, clear the space and 

install stainless steel rods and 

resin. Once complete, we then 

returned the original stone to 

its place.
These are things you don’t 

even get to see, but, from a 

building perspective, what 

could be better than using 

original materials where 

possible?”
“We had a fairly extensive 

time to cover any potential 

delays, mainly through COVID, 

but we also had a two-week 

brief for archaeology. In the 

end, this turned out to need six 

weeks’ work.”
The archaeology brief may 

have slightly delayed the 

programme, but Turner has 

nothing but good words to 

say about Field Archaeology 

Specialists who carried out the 

works: “It was the first half of 

the year 2020, and the team 

just carried on whatever the 

weather, which was exactly 

what we needed.”

It will come as no surprise 

to anyone in the construction 

industry that beyond the 

challenges posed by Covid 

and the archaeological 

requirements of the job, 

Brexit also had a considerable 

impact. Simpson had early 

engagement with the glulam 

contractors, due to the 

materials coming from France, 

eliminating cost uplifts and 

product delay ahead of design 

and fabrication in the UK. All 

steps and grates were procured 

early due to being imported 

from France, and these 

were stored off-site ready for 

installation. With the structure 

now open to the public once 

again, Turner is undoubtedly 

proud of the work his team 

have done, though perhaps 

surprisingly, one of his favourite 

aspects of the work seems to 

be its potentially temporary 

nature: 
“The whole concept of this 

job is that it’s been engineered 

to last hundreds of years 

to come, but if things have 

changed, the glulam structure, 

walkways and staircases can 

all be removed. They’re sat on 

very light fixings and have no 

structural issues that make 

removing them challenging. 

All the medieval stonework has 

been palletised and sent to 

English Heritage for storage.”

The public seems more than 

happy with the refurbished 

tower. Clifford’s tower, 

complete with its new rooftop 

seating and viewing area, wifi 

connectivity and LED lights, 

attracted approximately 3,000 

visitors on the first day of 

reopening in April, and that will 

surely only grow as we head 

into what already looks like a 

sun-baked summer.

Turner concludes: “I believe 

that the new interpretation 

has enabled everyone to 

understand what the tower 

represents, rather than seeing 

it as just a structure on top of 

the mound. Now, there’s a story 

showcasing the rich history 

behind the building so the 

public can better understand 

its purpose and uses over the 

ages, as well as why it’s such an 

important historic monument. 

As a result, the tower has 

seen visitors spending more 

time within the site. Before the 

refurbishment, the average visit 

lasted about 15 or 20 minutes. 

Now, people typically spend 

an hour or more, enjoying 

the sights and history due to 

there being a lot more to see, 

levels to walk around, and 

information to listen to. There’s 

a real thirst to know more 

about the Tower.

The importance of the 

monument has been lost 

over time. Now works have 

been completed, visitors can 

understand the vision and 

purpose of the building more 

clearly and learn about the vast 

history that has taken place 

within it at a level of ease and 

comfort that was not possible 

before. Visitors now have places 

to sit , bringing a whole new 

perspective to those looking 

into why the tower is such a 

significant monument. It’s a 

development that I’m really 

proud to have worked on.”

The successful 

implementation of this 

restoration project has resulted 

in recognition across the 

industry, including:

• York Design Awards

• Young People Award

• The Press People’s Choice 

Award
• Conservation & 

Restoration Award

• Constructing Excellence 

Awards Yorkshire & 

Humber

• Conservation & 

Restoration Award

• Best of the Best Award

Following the success at 

the Constructing Excellence 

Awards, Clifford’s Tower is 

now looking forward to the 

chance of further accolade at 

the National Awards in London 

later this year.
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Leading housing 

provider Stonewater has 

announced the £75,000 

prize winner of its first-ever 

national public art competition.

Stonewater, which manages 

around 34,500 homes across 

England, launched the George 

Blunden Public Art Prize this 

year to find a talented artist to 

produce creative artwork as a 

focal point for five of its new 

housing developments.

The housing provider has 

commissioned local artists 

to provide public art for its 

developments for nearly a 

decade and launched the 

competition with the aim of 

enriching its public art initiative 

by attracting artists from a 

wide range of disciplines to 

voice new and innovative ideas.

More than 160 artists from 

all over the UK registered 

their interest in the inaugural 

contest to pitch ideas for art 

installations aimed at building 

community spirit and inspiring 

residents.
George Blunden, the housing 

association’s founding board 

chair, and a champion of public 

art within its communities, 

announced the winner at a 

virtual awards ceremony.

The top prize has gone 

to the Coda Workshop – an 

architecture, sculpture and 

design studio specialising in 

creative, high quality and low-

energy projects.

Based in Birmingham, the 

studio is run by artists Bryn 

Hallett and Mark Rousseau. 

Both qualified architects, they 

pride themselves on their focus 

on sustainability, collaboration 

and a sensitive approach to 

heritage.
Their previous projects 

have included transforming 

a warehouse into apartments 

in Birmingham’s Jewellery 

Quarter and conversion of a 

Cotswolds barn into a five-

bedroom house and artist’s 

studio.
They will now work 

with Stonewater and local 

communities to design 

striking pieces of art for public 

spaces at developments in 

Herefordshire, Somerset, West 

Sussex, and beyond.

The competition invited 

artists to present ideas for a 

long-term, low maintenance 

installation at Mulberry 

Meadows, a 125-home 

development Stonewater 

is building in Castle Cary, 

Somerset.
A panel of Stonewater 

customers and colleagues 

judged the submissions, which 

also needed to demonstrate 

how artists would work with 

communities to develop and 

deliver their artworks.

Stonewater’s chief executive, 

Nicholas Harris, said: “We’re 

really proud of the work we’ve 

done over the years to enhance 

our communities and convey 

a distinctive sense of place 

through public art. 

“By launching the George 

Blunden Public Art Prize we’ve 

been able to showcase a wide 

variety of ideas, from artists of 

all disciplines, to demonstrate 

how their ground-breaking 

work can evolve our initiative 

now, and in years to come. 

“From being on the final 

judging panel, I know first-

hand just how tough the 

competition was, but I’m 

absolutely delighted to see 

Bryn and Mark crowned the 

winners and look forward to 

seeing their work installed 

at our developments. 

Congratulations!”

Jonathan Layzell, executive 

director of development at 

Stonewater announces inaugural winner of George Blunden Public Art Prize

Heritage-focused art studio 

wins public art award

By launching the George Blunden 

Public Art Prize we’ve been able to 

showcase a wide variety of ideas, 

from artists of all disciplines, to 

demonstrate how their ground-

breaking work can evolve our 

initiative now, and in years to come.”
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Stonehealth commenced 
supplying reliable products 

for the Conservation and 
Restoration Trades in the 
mid-1980s. The Jos system 

was one of the first products 

that revolutionised building 

cleaning which took over 
aggressive methods such as 

grit/sand blasting, hazardous 

chemicals and water flooding. 

Much damage to buildings had 

previously been caused, such 

as loss of surface and bleaching 

out the natural colour and 
character of masonry.

Since then, the company 
has developed the Torc 
system (which was even an 

improvement over Jos which 

then became obsolete) and 

the Doff which additionally 

removes modern paints, 
biological and other unwanted 

matter. Development of ancillary 

mechanical products is ongoing 

with the Doff Recovery System 

(DRS), Power Unit (DPU) and 

Extension Pole are more recent 

results   Stonehealth has also 

researched and developed a 

wide range of safer effective 

chemicals including a number of 

different poultices.

Although some attempts 
have been made to copy 
Stonehealth’s successful 
products the company is still 

the market leader with the 

best reliability, ethics and 
service. Some manufacturers 

and contractors have even 

suggested that their products 

are as good as Stonehealth’s 

and even gone as far as to 

use the company’s registered 

names. As such deception, 

that misrepresents the truth, is 

therefore illegal, the company 

has introduced the Rosette 

Approved list of contractors 

who have genuine systems, 

use approved materials, 
have their systems checked 

regularly to ensure that they 

are in good working condition 

and furthermore use trained 

operators who are given a 

security card with their name, 

picture and expiry date.  This 

should give architects and other 

specifiers more confidence 

to know that they should be 

having a genuine system being 

used by a competent operator. 

Stonehealth suggests that if 

anyone is any uncertain or 

has any suspicion over any 

contractor or operator they 

check with the company at the 

earliest opportunity before any 

damage is done.

Cleaning with 
Integrity

LEADERS 
IN STONE 
CLEANING 

TECHNOLOGY

For more information about our 

products and services, CPD’s, trials 

or for further assistance please get 

in contact with our team.

+44 (0) 1453 540 600

info@stonehealth.com

@stonehealth

@StonehealthLtd

G4/5 | Draycott Business Park
Cam | Dursley | GL11 5DQ
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Nottingham Castle

Procuring clay bricks

Nick Knowles  

Heritage Rescue

Stable income 
D A Cook restores Manor Farm Barn
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Top 100 Influencers
Heritage Conference 2022 – the future of conservation

Construction Awards
of Excellence

Clifford’s Tower Luke Turner discusses the dramatic renewal of York’s iconic tower
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Advertising rates
Prices are fully inclusive of artwork

Special positions
Prices are fully inclusive of artwork

Artwork specifications

Please supply artwork in a high-resolution PDF or JPEG format (300dpi).
Alternatively, adverts can be supplied as Adobe InDesign/Illustrator files   
– remember to include all the images and fonts (where licensing permits).

* For double and full page adverts please add 3mm bleed to all sides, with crop marks.

For further information please contact: tracey.alexander@crosbyassociates.co.uk

Double Page
Size: 420mm (w) x 297mm (h)  *
(please include 3mm bleed to all sides)

£1,495 + 
VAT

Full Page (Portrait)
Size: 210mm (w) x 297mm (h) *
(please include 3mm bleed to all sides) 

£995 + VAT

Half Page (Landscape)
Size: 185mm (w) x 130mm (h) £595 + VAT

Quarter Page (Portrait)
Size: 90mm (w) x 130mm (h) £325 + VAT

Quarter Page (Landscape)
Size: 185mm (w) x 62mm (h) £325 + VAT

Inside Front Cover (Portrait)
Size: 210mm (w) x 297mm (h) *
(please include 3mm bleed to all sides) 

£1,195 + VAT

Inside Back Cover (Portrait)
Size: 210mm (w) x 297mm (h) * 
(please include 3mm bleed to all sides) 

£1,195 + VAT

Outside Back Cover (Portrait)
Size: 210mm (w) x 297mm (h) * 
(please include 3mm bleed to all sides) 

£1,295 + VAT
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