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Fabian Schär Q&A
What did it mean to you to be voted NUDSA Player of the Year for the 2018/19 season?It was a great honour for me. It was my first season at Newcastle and my first time playing in the Premier League, so it’s a good feeling to be recognised like that and it gives me confidence to continue doing what I have been doing. I really appreciate the support everyone has given me since I arrived here, so thank you to everyone at NUDSA who voted for me and who were so friendly with me at the Christmas party.

What’s the best part about playing for NUFC?
The fans are so passionate home and away and they make you feel that your hard work is really appreciated – they give us a lift every game. St James’ Park is an amazing place to play, especially when we are winning and the stadium is rocking.

You’re still relatively new to Newcastle, what’s your favourite part of this area?
It’s a really nice city – there’s lots to see and do and plenty of nice restaurants. I enjoy spending time in the city centre but also places like Tynemouth and Jesmond are good for eating or going for a coffee. Everyone is so friendly here.

What are your personal ambitions in football and beyond?I hope to keep playing well for Newcastle and Switzerland and continue helping both 

teams as much as possible. For Newcastle we hope to build on our positive first half of the season and end the season strongly like we did last year. We have a good squad and a good manager here, so there is no reason why we can’t finish higher than we did last season.

If you weren’t a footballer what would be your occupation and why?
I get asked this a lot as I used to work in a bank in Switzerland. I have also been doing a business degree, so I would like to think that I would have been okay if I didn’t make it at football. Hopefully I will have options after football too, but I am not sure what I will do just yet. Maybe I will go into coaching or do something totally different, but I still feel like a young player who has a lot more to give in my career.

You do a lot of study outside of football, do you think it’s important to have other focuses away from football?
It is important to switch off from football sometimes because there’s a lot of pressure and there are always a lot of people talking about you and your team. Sometimes if it’s negative it can affect you and get in your head, so it’s good to have something to distract you. It’s also important to have options for when you finish playing football, as it’s a career that won’t last forever.

What superpower would you like to have?
Time travelling would be cool – I could go 

back and change things in games or look ahead to see what might happen, and then make sure Newcastle always win!

The Toon Army are passionate fans – What’s it like to play in front of them and what’s the strangest/funniest thing a fan has done for you?
It’s always a real pleasure and I’m really grateful for their support, not just for me personally but also for the team. I’d heard about the fans here before I came to Newcastle, so I knew what to expect, but they always amaze me travelling around the country to see us play no matter how far away it might be. Some people have asked me to sign their phone, which I think is quite strange – they might not be able to sell it when they get a new one!

We hope to build on our positive first half of the season and end the season strongly like we did last year. We have a good squad and a good manager here, so there is no reason why we can’t finish higher than we did last season.”

For the last 20 years, NUDSA has given disabled supporters of 
Newcastle United a voice. It’s an important role, representing 
their interests, and working hard with the club to enable them 
to enjoy a full and active place among fellow fans. 

Following the success of 20 Years of NUDSA, published  
in 2018 to mark its anniversary, NUDSA has launched  
Toon Times Extra. 

NUDSA produces a quarterly newsletter for members called 
the Toon Times, and Toon Times Extra is based around the 
ethos of that publication – with a little bit extra of course.

Published twice a year, it will feature articles on the work 
NUDSA do, as well interviews, insights and opinions.

For more information visit www.nudsa.org
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