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Published 4 times a year, Business Voice
fulfils two principal roles. Firstly, to keep
members informed of the Chamber’s
many activities, whether they be lobbying
government for legislative changes to
assist business fighting local causes on
behalf of member companies or providing
information on the various networking
events that form such a core part of any
chamber of commerce’s diary.
And, secondly, it acts as a discussion forum
for some of the region’s leading business
people, each issue carries authoritative
comment on touchstone issues which affect
all businesses, from tax issues to exporting
and from transport lobbying to tackling red
tape problems.

Major charity receives £1,000 donation
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THE QUOTED
EUROBOND
EXEMPTION AND
WITHHOLDING TAX
Withholding tax (“WHT”) in
the UK becomes payable
at the rate of 20 per cent.
when a UK tax resident
company pays interest on a
debt to an overseas lender.
Listing the debt as a Quoted
Eurobond and thereby
relying on the ‘quoted
Eurobond exemption’ (the
“Exemption“) is a simple
and easy way of addressing
the underlying WHT
issue, and also provides
certainty in respect of the
applicable tax treatment
due to the statutory basis
of the Exemption. For the
Exemption to apply, the
debt must (a) be issued by a
company, (b) be listed on a
recognised stock exchange,
and (c) carry a right to
interest.
MF Solicitors has marketleading experience of
listing debt and is able to
provide clients with a broad
range of related services.
Individuals in our team
have been involved in
listing billions of pounds of
debt and we have advised
large corporate clients and
a number of the leading
private equity houses in
the UK in relation to the
Exemption.

Charlie Nicholson, Partner at Vail Williams
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Chief Executive said: “This
award recognises training
providers who engage effectively
with businesses to develop
crucial skills in individuals
that employers value. Slough
Aspire is a unique organisation
within the Thames Valley
region representing a true
education business partnership
at every level. Together, since
we launched in 2013, we
have enabled 11,416 young
people to engage with business
professionals, facilitated
employment skills interventions
for residents to help them

source and sustain meaningful
employment, supported the
creation of 38 new businesses
and helped 1,338 local
business professionals benefit
from training and networking

“Businesses are the
engines of the UK
economy – creating
opportunities and
prosperity in our towns,
cities and countries.”

opportunities.”
Francis Martin, President of the
British Chambers of Commerce
(BCC) said:
“Businesses are the engines
of the UK economy – creating
opportunities and prosperity in
our towns, cities and counties.
Even in these turbulent times,
they continue to show their
adaptability, resilience and
strength.
“All our finalists should be
proud to reach this stage given
the stiff competition among our
diverse and enterprising pool of
applicants.”

Greg Rutherford (centre) accepting a cheque for SportsAid

The 2019 Chamber awards,
which are set to take place on

the 27 June in Reading, will
have more than 10 categories
including new options and the
coveted ‘Thames Valley Business
of the Year’.
Gavin continued: “We are
already seeing interest from
members and non-members
alike who are keen to get
involved. The team is working
tirelessly behind the scenes to
ensure the 2019 programme
exceeds all expectations and
achieves an even higher standard
than the 2018 event.”
For further information about
sponsorship packages or how
to get involved please contact:
awards@tvchamber.co.uk

Greg Rutherford speaking at SportsAid
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acbeth, one of the
fastest growing
insurance and
financial businesses
in the region, is celebrating 25
years as a proud member of
the Thames Valley Chamber of
Commerce. The company, which
has chartered status and has won
several awards over the years
has a real passion for people –
from the business owners and
private clients they advise to
the talented teams of insurance
specialists and financial advisers

Fiona Jones, Chief Executive at Slough Aspire
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Driving progress
and performance
in your business
By Jonathan Moughton, Partner

Macbeth celebrates 25 years with the Chamber

For further details or to
understand how we can
help your business please
call us on 0786 356 3435 or
email mohammed@
mf-solicitors.co.uk.
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portsAid Ambassador,
Olympic gold and bronze
medallist Greg Rutherford
MBE, recently collected a
£1,000 cheque on behalf of the
charity, which was presented
by the Chamber’s Head of
Membership Gavin Spencer.
He commented: “Our awards
engaged the entire Chamber
network showcasing everything
that is great about the region.
From the start we were keen to
involve a charity that supported
people from the Thames Valley
community. SportsAid, which
helps young sportspeople reach
their outstanding goals and
aspirations, were chosen on this
occasion.
“With just under 200
companies entering, and 250
people attending on the night,
we were able to donate £1,000
to the charity.”

CHAMBER NEWS

Business Voice is the official publication of
Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce Group
which represents over 3,000 businesses
from micro to multi-national organisations
throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire,
Oxfordshire & Swindon.
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that form the Macbeth team.
Paul Macbeth, Managing
Director, commented: “Becoming
a member was one of the
first things my dad, Malcolm
Macbeth, did when he
established the company back
in the early 90s. He believed
passionately in building and
supporting a network of small
local businesses, all working
together to help one another.
“Over the last 25 years, we
have continued to invest time
and effort into creating and

nurturing relationships in the
local business community. In that
time, the Chamber have been
an excellent source of support
and information. From arranging
quality networking opportunities,
seminars and ad-hoc training
to making connections with the
likes of Microsoft, it has been a
constant in our working life, and
a reminder of Malcolm’s plan.
We look forward to the next 25
years!”

It is easy
to get
caught up
in the dayto-day
activity that comes with
running a business. When
things move so quickly and
you as the owner are in
demand - from customers,
suppliers, staff and family
– it is important you stop
to assess whether you
are making meaningful
progress and not simply
treading water.
Over the last two years
we have spoken to
business owners about the
struggles they face getting
their business to where
they want it and have
lifted the lid on the risks
that being busy working
in your business pose to
progress and performance.

Winter 2018

Our research* shows
that many business
owners struggle with
stepping back from
their business. Others
simply don’t recognise
that focusing solely on
the daily routine can
prevent effective planning
and hinder growth.
Successful business owners
apply four practices to
help drive progress:

Autumn 2018

• Show purpose
• Prioritise value
• Transparency matters
• Let go and lead
*For more insight on the
highs and lows of being a
business owner, read our
research at www.hwca.
com/for-love-or-money

www.thamesvalleychamber.co.uk
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With a readership of 9,000, few other
business magazines can directly touch as
many opinion formers across the region.
Finally, each issue carries a series of
features on topical business matters all
backed by authoritative editorial support
from leading figures within the speciality.
It is the breadth of editorial coverage that
makes Business Voice obvious choice for
any company wishing to promote itself to
the business community of Thames Valley.
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