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The Electrical Compliance Collective Ltd are crowned Thames Valley Business of the Year
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PLUS: Business Awards photos, Business Leaders interview with Stephen Puri from Aston Bond, Day in the Life Of feature, Member and Chamber News.

Chamber success at Osaka World 

Expo 2025
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PLUS: Business Leaders Interview with Sheryl Davis from Saffery, Chamber 

takes up new office space, Devolution, Evolution and Revolution from 

September Windsor Debates, Member and Chamber News.

Business Voice is the official publication of 
Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce Group 
which represents over 3,000 businesses 
from micro to multi-national organisations 
throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Oxfordshire & Swindon.

Published 4 times a year, Business Voice 
fulfils two principal roles. Firstly, to keep 
members informed of the Chamber’s 
many activities, whether they be lobbying 
government for legislative changes to assist 
business fighting local causes on behalf of 
member companies or providing information 
on the various networking events that 
form such a core part of any chamber of 
commerce’s diary.

And, secondly, it acts as a discussion forum 
for some of the region’s leading business 
people, each issue carries authoritative 
comment on touchstone issues which affect 
all businesses, from tax issues to exporting 
and from transport lobbying to tackling red 
tape problems.

Finally, each issue carries a series of features 
on topical business matters all backed by 
authoritative editorial support from leading 
figures within the speciality. It is the breadth 
of editorial coverage that makes Business 
Voice obvious choice for any company 
wishing to promote itself to the business 
community of Thames Valley.
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S AKZONOBEL launches fleet transformation with 
fully electric trucks and HVO fuel to cut emissions 
by over 50% 
AkzoNobel has announced the deployment 
of its first 100% electric trucks and urban 
trailer fleet together with a nationwide 
hydrotreated vegetable oil (HVO) powered 
fleet in partnership with XPO Logistics. 
The initiative will cut the company’s 
transport emissions by over 50% and save 
approximately 3,000 tonnes of carbon 
emissions annually, directly supporting 
AkzoNobel’s SBTi to reduce Scope 1 
emissions by 50% by 2030, against a 2018 
baseline.

In this landmark move, AkzoNobel will 
become the first paint brand in the UK to 
deploy large-scale electric heavy goods 
vehicles (eHGVs) under the government’s 
ZEHID programme. The transformation will 
deliver annual carbon savings in three key 
areas:
• Vehicle efficiency improvements: 300 

tonnes CO2 reduction
• Euro 6 engines and electric vehicles: 700 

tonnes CO2 reduction
• HVO fuel adoption: 2,000 tonnes CO2 

reduction 

These combined savings of 3,000 tonnes 
annually equate to removing more than 650 
average passenger cars from UK roads for a 
year*.

Two fully electric trucks will operate 
from AkzoNobel’s Slough site to serve 
London and the surrounding areas. These 
vehicles will deliver a 100% reduction in 
direct CO2 emissions while in operation and 
contribute to lower noise and air pollution. 
Complementing this, the HVO-powered 
fleet will operate nationwide, ensuring 

significant reductions in carbon footprint 
across both long and short-haul journeys.

The fleet investment is the latest 
milestone in AkzoNobel’s Paint the Future 
initiative, which places sustainability-driven 
innovation as a key pillar of the business. 
Building on existing progress, with 100% 
of purchased electricity used in its UK own 
operations throughout 2024 being renewable 
and achieving a 41% reduction in scope 1 
carbon emissions that same year, this step 
demonstrates how AkzoNobel is delivering on 
its commitment to a more sustainable future.

What’s more, the fleets will deliver new 
cutting-edge low-emission products, 
including 99.9% VOC-free Dulux Easycare 
and Dulux Walls & Ceilings alongside 
improved water-based Dulux One Coat 
Satin, helping customers to improve their 
environmental credentials too.

Kathryn Ledson, MD Decorative Paints 
UKI at AkzoNobel comments: “The launch of 
our new electric and HVO-powered fleets 
is a proud milestone in our sustainability 
journey. At AkzoNobel, we are committed 

to painting the future by taking bold 
forward-thinking action – not only though 
the innovative and sustainable products 
we create for our customers, but also 
through how we function as a business. This 
investment is a clear demonstration of how 
we are delivering on our science-based 
targets and taking responsibility for our 
impact. The announcement builds on our 
strong history of embedding sustainability 
at the heart of our operations, product 
portfolio and partnerships”.

AkzoNobel’s fleet changes are being 
delivered in partnership with XPO 
Logistics, a leading provider of innovative 
and sustainable end-to-end logistics 
across Europe. XPO is at the forefront of 
decarbonising freight, offering advanced 
multimodal transport solutions and 
expertise in alternative energies to help 
customers build more sustainable supply 
chains. Their proven track record in 
sustainable logistics makes them an ideal 
partner for AkzoNobel as it transforms its 
transport operations to cut emissions and 
support their journey to net zero.

Tan Dhesi, MP for Slough comments: “It 
is fantastic to see local company AkzoNobel 
leading the way with this investment into 
cleaner transport. By introducing fully 
electric trucks in the area, AkzoNobel is not 
only reducing emissions but also helping to 
improve air quality for our local community. 
AkzoNobel is leading as a responsible 
business, and we are proud to have homed 
the company from its very first paint factory 
to today’s global research and development 
centre”.

Dulux dog

Lucky seven as Azets’ Newbury runners reach 
the finish line
Seven accountants from Newbury swapped 
their calculators for running shoes as they 
took part in a prestigious race.

The team, based at the town’s office of UK 
top 10 accountancy firm Azets, participated 
in the Basingstoke 10k run.

Catriona Millar, Jenny White, Jason Collins, 
Cameron McArdle, Harry Collins, Chris Norris 
and Kristina Pallaiova all made it to the finish 
line in just over an hour.

Azets’ Newbury office sponsored two of 
the race day barriers at the event which was 
organised by Destination Basingstoke and 
also featured a half marathon, 5k race and 

children’s event.
Harry Collins, tax senior, said: “We all had 

a marvellous time – an excellent course, 
closed roads and a great atmosphere made 
this a real festival of running.

“Some of us might even make the move 
up to the half marathon next year, although 
that might take a little more training!”

Louise Rhoades, partner, accounts and 
business advisory services, said: “Events 
like this are the lifeblood of our community, 
bringing people together while also 
extolling the benefits of keeping fit.

“Basingstoke is only a quick hop down the 
A339 from Newbury, and we were more than 
happy to support the event.”

Azets Newbury team race to the finish
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SBoehringer Ingelheim 
leases 36,500 sq ft 
of office space at 
Winnersh Triangle

Global pharmaceutical 
company Boehringer 
Ingelheim has leased 36,479 
square feet at 1180 Winnersh 
Triangle, a 1.5 million sq 
ft mixed-use science and 
technology park in Reading.

The firm has agreed terms 
with landlord Frasers Property 
UK and signed for the third and 
part of the fourth floors on a 
10-year lease.

The family-owned 
company, founded in 1885 and 
headquartered in Ingelheim, 
Germany, is active in both human 
and animal health and focuses on 
developing innovative therapies 
that can improve and extend lives 
in areas of high unmet medical 
need.

Boehringer Ingelheim is 
currently based on Ellesfield 
Ave, Bracknell, where they have 
been for over 50 years, and 
will be relocating to its new 
premises in Q2 2026.

Winnersh Triangle is owned 
and managed by Frasers 
Property UK and is home to 
leading global science and 
technology brands, with over 
80% of space occupied by 
businesses operating in the 
knowledge, data, technology 
and science sectors.

Cushman & Wakefield acted for 
Boehringer Ingelheim, with CBRE 
and Hollis Hockley representing 
Frasers Property UK.

Mark Denford, International 
Partner in Cushman & 
Wakefield’s South East 
Offices team, said: “This is 
an excellent outcome. Our 
client’s main requirement was 
to identify a suitable building 
of Grade A specification 
with good accessibility 
and strong environmental 
credentials, and 1180 Winnersh 
Triangle does just that. It 
will provide Boehringer 
Ingelheim employees with a 
new UK headquarters that is 
contemporary and vibrant, 
with a strong emphasis on 
employee wellbeing, fitness, 
and collaboration.”

Ben Moynihan, Finance 
Director for Boehringer 
Ingelheim UK & Ireland, said: 
“Boehringer Ingelheim is 
delighted to confirm our move 
to 1180 Winnersh Triangle. 
The new location provides a 
high-quality environment that 
complements our ever-evolving 
ways of working and that will 
enable all of our employees 
to collaborate, innovate, and 
continue to put patients and 
customers at the heart of 
everything we do.”

Following the move to 
Winnersh Triangle, Cushman & 
Wakefield will also be acting 
on the sale of Boehringer 
Ingelheim’s current site for 
redevelopment.

Building 1180 – Winnersh Triangle © Frasers Property UK

As a business owner, your time is 
precious - and so is your property. 
Whether you’re investing in 
a new home, expanding your 
portfolio, or securing premises 
for your family’s future, 
property transactions can feel 
overwhelming. That’s where 
expert conveyancing advice 
makes all the difference.

At Irwin Mitchell, we understand 
that property decisions aren’t just 
about bricks and mortar - they’re 
about safeguarding your wealth 
and protecting what matters 
most. Our residential property 
team offers:

• Tailored Guidance: Clear, 
practical advice aligned with 
your goals.  

• Risk Management: From title 
checks to contract negotiation, 
every detail is handled with 
precision. 

• Efficient Transactions: A 
seamless process so you can 
focus on running your business.

Complex Ownership Structures 
and Tax Planning
Investors often purchase property 
through companies, trusts, or 
joint ownership arrangements 
for tax efficiency and succession 
planning. These structures 
offer benefits but introduce 
legal complexities that require 
specialist advice: 

• Stamp Duty Land Tax (SDLT): 
Corporate or trust purchases 
may attract higher rates, 
including the 15% flat rate for 
company acquisitions. 

• Mortgage and Lender 
Requirements: Not all lenders 
finance properties held in 
corporate or trust structures - 
early advice avoids delays. 

• Title Restrictions: Covenants 
or restrictions may conflict 
with intended use or ownership 
structure. 

• Inheritance and Asset 
Protection: Aligning property 
ownership with your estate 
plan prevents disputes and tax 
exposure.

If your acquisition involves 
company funds, trusts, or tax 
planning, instructing Irwin 
Mitchell early allows us to involve 
our estate planning and tax 
specialists to guide your decision 
making. This ensures compliant, 
tax efficient structuring and 
alignment with your long-term 
goals - delivering exceptional 
value, preserving wealth, and 
providing complete peace of 
mind.

Irwin Mitchell delivers seamless 
property transactions with speed, 
precision, and personal service 
-Expert Hand, Human Touch 
guiding every decision.
Whether you’re buying, selling, 
or refinancing, let us help you 
navigate the complexities with 
confidence. Your property is 
an investment - make sure it’s 
protected.

Ready to take the next step? 
Contact us today for a confidential 
consultation.
 
Irwin Mitchell – Expert Hand, 
Human Touch.
Nadia Kashani (Senior Associate)

Unlocking Peace of Mind: Expert 
Conveyancing Advice for Business 
Owners

For more information contact Nadia.Kashani@irwinmitchell.com
DDI: 01635 571018

Phone: 0370 1500 100 Extension: 661018
www.IrwinMitchell.com
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Media Pack Information 2017/18

Advertising rates
Prices are fully inclusive of artwork creation

Special positions
Prices are fully inclusive of artwork creation

Artwork specifications

Please supply artwork in a high-resolution PDF or JPEG (300dpi).
Alternatively, adverts can be supplied as Adobe InDesign/Illustrator files   
– remember to include all the images and fonts (where licensing permits).

* For double and full page adverts please include 3mm bleed to all sides, with crop marks.

Double Page
Size:	426mm (w) x 276mm (h)  *
(including 3mm bleed to all sides)

Full Page (Portrait)
Size:	216mm (w) x 276mm (h) *
(including 3mm bleed to all sides)

Half Page (Landscape)
Size:	181mm (w) x 116mm (h)

Half Page (Portrait)
Size:	88.5mm (w) x 237mm (h)

Quarter Page (Portrait)
Size:	88.5mm (w) x 116mm (h)

Quarter Page (Landscape)
Size:	181mm (w) x 56mm (h)

Inside Front Cover (Portrait)
Size:	216mm (w) x 276mm (h) *
(including 3mm bleed to all sides)	

Inside Back Cover (Portrait)
Size:	216mm (w) x 276mm (h) * 
(including 3mm bleed to all sides)	

Outside Back Cover (Portrait)
Size:	216mm (w) x 276mm (h) * 
(including 3mm bleed to all sides)	
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