
The Confederation of Roofing Contractors 
represents roofers, contractors and associate 
members across England, Scotland and Wales.

As one of the UK’s leading roofing membership 
organisations it was established to represent the 
roofing profession and to promote conditions. 

Its members need to thrive and contribute to the 
economic success of the UK.

The CoRC members range from the sole trader to 
large multi-million pound roofing companies.

The confederation provides expert advice, 
representation and business services for members 
so they can comply with industry standards, excel 
in delivery and grow successful businesses.

RTJ is published 4 times a year April, July,  
October and December. 

Its focus is to promote the latest industry 
and CoRC news, current issues, interesting 
topics and a look inside the business 
activities and the profiles of prominent 
individuals within the industry.

With printed copies posted to named decision 
makers and the same digitally sent out across a 
number of sectors including:

•	All Members and Associates
•	Roofing Contractors
•	Roofing & Building Merchants
•	Council Planning Departments
•	Council Building Control Departments
•	Architects
•	Training Colleges
•	CITB
•	Construction Lawyers
•	Social Housing Groups
•	Quantity Surveyors
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Winners so far this year August to September

Call:  07737 433869

Call: 01274 316909 / 077 888 55 262

AIIR Roofing Solutions Ltd
Cousin’s Roofing (Bradford) Ltd

ROTM Winner August 2023

Pitched ROTM Winner August 2023

Roofer of the month

Every month our members send in pictures of their 

completed roofs in categories of pitch, flat and other for the 

public to vote and choose a winner from each category.

Each monthly winner is put into the vote 

for Roof of the Year which is voted for during 

the month of December where the winner will 

receive a FREE year’s membership with us!

To enter or indeed vote for your favourite each month, please 

apply via the website www.corc.co.uk/rooferofthemonth or 

send your pictures to info@corc.co.uk
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Email: info@jrroofinglancs.co.uk

Call: 07428 735191

Call:  0800 699 0850

Call: 07426 808162

JR Roofing Lancs Ltd

R W Hughes Roofing Building Ltd

Butler Brothers Roofing Ltd

Green Roofing Bristol

Flat Roof Winner September 2023
Pitch Winner September 2023

Flat ROTM Winner August 2023

Pitch ROTM Winner September 2023

The UK’s oldest public open air 

swimming baths have recently been 

reopened to the public, roofed with 

Welsh Slate. 

The building has been rescued from 

the Buildings at Risk register thanks 

partly to 75m2 of the new Penrhyn 

Heather Blue roofing slates. The new 

slate featured alongside salvaged 

originals atop Cleveland Pools, which 

was first erected back in 1815. After 

a rise in competition the baths were 

abandoned in 1984, however after a 

20 year campaign led by volunteers, 

the historical building reopened to 

the public. 

The £6.5 million renovation was 

handled by Beard Construction, and 

all materials had to be moved up 

to site on a barge up the River Avon. 

This was to ensure minimal disruption 

to the surrounding areas while the 

construction took place. 

The reincarnation of the historical 

attraction is now open to the public as 

a 25m swimming pool, but also now 

offers to visitors a children’s splash 

area, a pavilion, and a café. 

Architects Donald Insall Associates 

had the responsibility to compile a 

Conservation Management Plan, and 

were commissioned by the Cleveland 

Pools Trust in 2015. 

The renovation required specially 

suited new materials which would go 

hand in hand with the already at risk 

original building structure, and could 

restore the building with no further 

damage coming upon it. Welsh Slate’s 

500mm x 300mm Penrhyn Heather Blues 

were specifically approved by Historic 

England, who were also responsible for 

grant-funding the project. 

David Barnes, associate director 

of Donald Insall Associates said: “The 

existing building is in the form of a 

crescent, so all slate roofs have a 

gentle curve. The Welsh slates play a 

key part in the simple geometry and 

detailing of the project - crisp, clean 

lines following the curvature of the 

building and the pool. The roof pitch 

varied on different areas of the existing 

building, but it affected head lap only.

“The Welsh Slate interfaces with the 

other materials used on the project just 

as well as it did in 1815. The fact that it is 

a British product was fundamental as 

The existing building is in the form  

of a crescent, so all slate roofs have a gentle 

curve. The Welsh slates play a key part in the 

simple geometry and detailing of the project - 

crisp, clean lines following the curvature  

of the building and the pool.”

Feature

Grade 2 listed Lido opens 

after 18 years
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we had to match the existing materials 

on site, and its sustainability was a 

happy coincidence.”

Loading the materials to the site 

proved to be a complication for the 

restoration, and the barge had to make 

six trips a day due to it’s 5 tonne limit. 

The process was further complicated 

by the need to navigate around those 

with which the barge shared the river. 

Beard project manager Mark Tregelles 

said: “It was certainly a different 

prospect for us as we had to do a lot 

of work in preparation to establish a 

base down river at Avon Rugby Club 

which we used as a loading site to get 

everything we needed onto the barge 

and sailed up to the site. There can’t 

be many building projects today which 

require access by boat.” 

The main pool was reconstructed to 

fit within the footprint of the original, red 

brick pool which had been preserved 

beneath it, and a new system of 

drainage crates were installed to allow 

natural spring water to flow into the 

crescent shaped swimming bath. 

The original Georgian changing 

rooms that curve around one length 

of the swimming baths were also 

reinforced with Welsh Slate. The Central 

cottage and archway got the same 

treatment, with the refurbishment 

utilising reclaimed slates from the 

original roof wherever was possible. 

The reopening was originally 

intended for last year, however the 

process faced delays and could not 

welcome the public until 2023. However, 

this was not wholly detrimental as the 

reopening now coincided with the local 

Jane Austen Festival, and the historic 

element of the baths attracted many 

festival goer to also come and visit the 

restored Georgian building. 
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In the UK, an estimated 40% of 

greenhouse gas emissions come 

from buildings, with 14% of this 

coming from the housing stock. 

Heating and powering buildings 

currently make up 40% of the UK’s 

total energy consumption.

However, changes to the building 

regulation act that have come 

into effect will mean new homes in 

England must cut down on their net 

carbon emissions by around 30%, and 

commercial buildings 27%.  This will 

increase in 2025 with the introduction 

of the Future Homes and Buildings 

Standard, that will need carbon 

emissions reduced by 75-80% less than 

homes built under current regulations. 

Existing homes will also be held to 

these standards when an extension or 

thermal upgrade is added. 

This all follows a major revision last 

year to BS 5250: Code of practice for 

Management of moisture in buildings. In 

addition to a general update to all parts 

of the previous Standard, this latest 

version contains new guidance on 

moisture risks other than condensation, 

a whole building approach to moisture-

safe design, building context, the 

coherence of design and detailing 

interactions, as well as capacity and in-

service conditions

Manthorpe are now proud to roll out their new G500 

series of roll panel vents, showcasing their prestige 

in product design. To ensure a continuous flow of air, 

the range is designed to remain sturdy and maintain 

the air gap needed between the roofing membrane/

sarking board and loft insulation.”

Manthorpe unveil new 

G500 Roll Panel Vents

G500 SW
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The differences between ‘as designed’, 

‘as built’ and ‘in service’ conditions are 

now more clearly understood and for 

cold pitched roofs in particular, BS 5250 

gives prescriptive guidance based 

on the evidence of many years of 

successful use of ventilation products to 

prevent the harmful effects of excessive 

condensation build up in the roof 

structure and loft space.

The idea that a permeable underlay 

nullifies the need for ventilation is a 

common misconception which can 

cause faults with a buildings ventilation. 

There are a range of different types of 

permeable underlays, that all require 

their own method of instillation. The 

appropriate location and level of 

ventilation required is heavily reliant on 

the construction of ceilings. A ceiling 

with efficient seals around cable and 

pipe penetrations and an effective air 

and vapour control layer will need a 

reduced level of ventilation. 

Of course, other major faults in this 

area include ineffective installation, or 

poor product quality. Rafter rolls are 

a vital part of any eaves ventilation 

system In a cold roof, and it’s vital they 

are set to ensure that air from the 

eaves ventilators can pass between 

the underlay and insulation into the 

loft space. The rafter roll must be width 

enough to accommodate the depth of 

loft insulation. The lower the roof pitch, 

the wider the rafter roll needs to be to 

accommodate the insulation. 

Some rafter rolls products are cut 

in quality to save costs, and thinner 

materials are used without adequate 

design and manufacturing methods. 

This can lead to products collapsing 

when the installation is completed, 

reducing, or even closing off the air 

path completely. 

Manthorpe, however have no 

concerns over any such situation. 

Having been in the industry for over 30 

years, they have extensive knowledge 

not only in the installation phase but 

through every step of the process. 

Nearly all of their manufacturing is 

done in house, and they regularly 

invest in new cutting-edge machinery 

and production processes. Because 

of this, Manthorpe have been able 

to stay on the cutting edge of the 

industry, and lead the market in more 

than just production. 

Manthorpe are now proud to 

roll out their new G500 series of 

roll panel vents, showcasing their 

prestige in product design. To 

ensure a continuous flow of air, the 

range is designed to remain sturdy 

and maintain the air gap needed 

between the roofing membrane/

sarking board and loft insulation. 

Utilising strengthening ribs, the 

castellated profile of the vents are 

suitable for 400mm, 450mm or 

600mm rafter centres. The product 

is ideal for both new builds and 

refurbishment jobs, and the panels 

roll out in one continuous 6 metre 

length. The panels are also well 

suited to jobs in which the rafter 

centres are inconsistent or unknown. 

www.manthorpebp.co.uk

Tel: +44 1773 303 000

G500 PW

G504 PW

G1280 PW

G625 PW

G504 SW

G1280 SW
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Old Lloyds TSB Building – 

Calthorpe Road Edgbaston

TWO recent repairs have made use 

of Cromars wide range of products. 

A Lloyds Bank building was in need 

of additional support for its roof to 

handle increased footfall in order 

to enable further construction, and 

a storage unit in Speke needed to 

ensure its roofing was water tight. 

The former Lloyds Bank building which 

is currently for lease, sits within the 

evolving Edgbaston Village which 

offers a rich choice of leisure and 

retail facilities along with a wide 

selection of restaurants and bars.

A building sitting within a prominent 

position, aesthetics are paramount, 

hence S Wallace Developments 

were contracted to reroof the 

building. This was a specification, 

that the building was needing a flat 

roofing product that could work on a 

multitude of surfaces and conditions.

For a roof such as this with a vast 

amount of detail work the Flexiglass 

2022 GRP Multi Surface Overlay 

System was the only product on the 

market for this application. Cromar 

Building Products Regional Manager 

Danny Wall says: “Flexiglass was 

recommended due to its abilities 

to cover most surfaces, the quick 

drying time, the strength & durability 

of the product. The Flexiglass is 

able to withstand heavy impact 

from falling slates and foot traffic. 

This enables ongoing construction 

works onsite to continue with the 

confidence throughout the project.”

Supplying the product via EH 

Smith Builders Merchants in Sutton 

Coldfield, the roof was estimated 

at 300sqm. Steve Wallace from 

S Wallace Construction remarks 

“The Flexiglass 2022 Multi Overlay 

System was just the product for this 

job, we shall be using it again”.

Mark Cleasby from EH Smith says 

“We have had great service from 

Cromar Building products, Both EH 

Smith and S Wallace Construction 

are happy with the product and 

will use on future projects”.

The site also features one of Cromar’s 

breather membranes from their 

VENT 3 range, truly showing how 

diverse roofing works can be. 

The Quick Self Storage Unit that now 

resides in Speke has a large expanse 

of flat roof, typical for industrial 

and commercial buildings. The 

main contractor Keda Construction 

wanted a reliable and fast acting 

liquid waterproof coating product.

Dave came to me 

with a big project and 

was advised to use 

hydrosil by myself as 

it is an outstanding 

product with a 10-year 

guarantee.”

Cromar’s Regional Sales Manager 

Gareth Kitchen has a strong working 

relationship with merchant Beesley 

and Fildes and recommended the 

supply of the Hydrosil Professional 

Acrylic Roof Coating. Working 

alongside Ryan O’Connor the Roofing 

Manager at Beesley and Fildes have 

supplied approximately 2000sqm of 

the Hydrosil Silicone Roof Coating.

The Hydrosil Waterproof Roof Coating 

is a liquid applied silicone roof coating 

with excellent UV resistance, fast curing 

and watertight. With the product 

being foot trafficable within 24 hours it 

gave Keda Construction the flexibility 

to continue works to a timescale. 

Dave from Keda Construction 

says “Following discussions with 

our supplier and initial survey 

we decided to use a Cromar 

product, HydroSil Pro Grade.

Following the clear instructions about 

conditions and use the contract was 

started, due to times of inclement 

weather there where interruptions 

in the application, however the 

product once mixed correctly went 

on surprisingly well, we had a few 

reservations after using similar 

applied systems but this product 

exceeded all our expectations in 

the ease of use and the amount 

of coverage that was achieved 

during the working day to the point 

even though we had breaks due to 

weather the project was finished 

well within the time allowed.

I would not hesitate to recommend 

this product and intend to make 

use of it on future projects”.

Ryan O’Connor Roofing Manager at 

Beesley and Fildes say “Dave came 

to me with a big project and was 

advised to use hydrosil by myself as 

it is an outstanding product with a 

10-year guarantee. Then I contacted 

our amazing rep Gareth and got an 

order under way for 90 tins - which 

Cromar then delivered us this order 

within a matter of days, nice and fast 

which was brilliant service, which 

made our customer very happy”

Tel: 01977 663 133

Email: Sales@cromar.uk.com

www.cromarbuildingproducts.com
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