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ABOUT LANCASHIRE BUSINESS VOICE
The Voice is the new official publication of award-winning North & Western Lancashire Chamber
of Commerce.
The Chamber, which has been established since 1916, actively represents, supports and promotes
over 1,600 businesses, from micro to multi-national organisations, throughout the region.
Published four times a year, The Voice will fulfil two principal roles. Firstly, to keep members
informed of the Chamber’s many activities, whether they be lobbying government for legislative
changes to assist business, providing information on the various networking opportunities that
form a core part of any chamber of commerce’s diary and promoting positive business news on
behalf of its membership.

IMMIGRATION ACT RECEIVES ROYAL ASSENT:
FREE MOVEMENT TO END ON 31 DECEMBER 2020

HMRC URGES TRADERS TO ACT NOW TO
PREPARE FOR 1 JANUARY 2021

The Immigration Act has now
received Royal Assent and been
signed into law.

HMRC has written to VATregistered traders highlighting
actions they need to take to
continue trading with the EU from
1 January 2021.

threshold. Visas will be awarded
to those who gain enough points.
A marketing campaign is
underway to make sure businesses
are ready for the changes.

This means free movement will end
at 11pm on 31 December 2020.

The Voice will act as a discussion forum for some of the region’s leading business people,
each issue will carry authoritative comment on key issues affecting all businesses, from tax to
exporting and energy to tackling red tape.

It delivers on the government’s
manifesto commitment to restore
faith in the immigration system.

Designed by Starline@Freepik

For the first time in a generation,
the UK will be able to decide
who comes into the country.

new points-based immigration
system. We have officially
delivered on that promise.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said:
“This marks the delivery of our
promise to the British people to
regain control of our borders and
consider new arrivals on the basis
of the skills they have to offer and
the contribution they can make,
not where they come from.

The Act of Parliament which ends
free movement has completed
its journey through Parliament
and achieved Royal Assent.

“The passing of this landmark
Bill means that for the first time
in decades we will have a firm
and fair immigration system
that will support our economy
and see us build back better.

With a readership of 6,000, few other business magazines can directly touch as many opinion
formers across the region.

Home Secretary Priti Patel said:
“This time last year the
government promised to end
free movement, take back control
of our borders and introduce a

The points-based immigration
system will encourage
employers to focus on training
and investing in the UK work
force, driving productivity and
improving opportunities for
individuals, especially those
impacted by coronavirus.
Those wanting to come into the
UK to work will need to apply
for permission in advance. They
will be awarded points for a job
offer at the appropriate skill level,
if they speak English, and for
meeting the appropriate salary

The government is also introducing
special schemes to enable more
scientists, academics, investors,
entrepreneurs, and health and care
workers to come to the UK easily.

With just weeks to go until the
transition period with the EU ends,
HMRC has sent 250,000 letters and
emails to VAT-registered traders
urging them to act now to avoid
disruption to their business.

Irish citizens will continue to
be able to enter and live in
the UK as they do now.

Katherine Green and Sophie Dean,
Directors General, Borders and Trade,
HMRC said:

“The government is
also introducing special
schemes to enable more
scientists, academics,
investors, entrepreneurs,
and health and care
workers to come to
the UK easily.”
If you’re an EU, EEA or Swiss
citizen living in the UK before
31 December 2020, you and
your family can apply to the EU
Settlement Scheme to continue
living in the UK after 30 June 2021.

EU Exit Hub

Finally, each issue will carry a series of features on topical business matters all backed by strong
editorial support from leading figures within their speciality.
It is the breadth of editorial coverage that makes The Voice the obvious choice for any company
wishing to promote itself to the business community of region.
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It is important for businesses to start
taking action to prepare for new
rules that will come into effect from
1 January 2021, even if you do not
trade with or do business in the EU.
To help you get ready, check our
advice below on staff employment,
business travel, exporting, importing,
international trade paperwork,
costs, logistics, data protection,
e-commerce, accounting and
auditing, public procurement,
intellectual property and taxation

KEY STEPS TO TAKE NOW
1. Visit gov.uk/transition for a
personalised list of steps to get
your business ready.
2. Review your staff and hiring
needs to ensure you’re ready
for the UK’s new immigration
system and new requirements
for travelling to EEA countries.
3. Review your supply chain. If
you are a buyer or seller, it is
important to understand how
logistical and financial changes
for businesses across your

supply chain will affect you.
4. Review your contracts to
check for any terms that
refer to the EU, rely on EU
regulation or might need to
be reviewed in light of the
UK’s exit from the EU.
5. If you receive personal data
from contacts in the EEA,
you may need to take extra
steps to ensure this data can
continue to flow legally.

“We understand that these are
challenging times, but time is running
out for businesses to get ready.
“New customs and tax rules will
not change or go away if a Free

Some customs processes are
complicated and can take several
weeks to set up, so businesses are
being urged to act now to make
sure they are ready.

Chamber Declaration Service
to deal with import and export
declarations. This is important
regardless of the amount or value
of trade your business does with
Europe. Most businesses use
a third party such as a freight
forwarder or fast parcel operator
to deal with this, and do not
do their customs declarations
themselves.
2. Check to see if you will be able to
delay your declarations or duty
payments.
3. Register for the free-to-use
Trader Support Service if you plan
on moving goods into Northern
Ireland from 1 January 2021.

The key actions businesses must
now take to continue trading with
Europe from 1 January 2021 are:
1. Appoint a specialist from the

For more help and advice on
preparing for the end of the
transition period, please visit
www.gov.uk/transition

Trade Agreement is negotiated,
so businesses should act now to
ensure they are ready for the end
of the transition period.”
The government explained in
the Border Operating Model that
new customs and tax rules will
come into effect at the end of
the transition period, whether or
not a Free Trade Agreement is
negotiated.

PREFERENTIAL TARIFFS CONTINUE FOR ELIGIBLE
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
Government announces that
removals and reductions of tariffs
on goods from developing countries
to continue after the end of the
transition period

everyday goods such as clothing
and vegetables from the world’s
poorest countries now the UK has
left the EU, Liz Truss has announced.
(Tuesday 10 November).

• The trade preference scheme will
cover any eligible countries that
do not have their existing trade
agreements transitioned into a
new agreement with the UK.
• The UK imported approximately
£8 billion-worth of textiles
and apparel products from
eligible countries last year.
The Government is planning
on improving the scheme to
better support developing
countries – more details will
be announced in 2021.
• The import rates and customs
procedure are now on gov.uk.

The UK’s Generalised Scheme
of Preferences (GSP) will cover
all the same countries that
are currently eligible for trade
preferences under the EU’s GSP,
allowing businesses to trade as
they do now without disruption.

British importers will continue
to pay zero or reduced tariffs on

Imports from 47 of the world’s
least developed countries,
including Bangladesh and
Malawi, will not face any tariffs
– supporting their economic
development through business
and trade. Low-income and
lower-middle income countries
will benefit from lower tariffs
compared to the UK Global Tariff.

6

For
us: Tel 0330 124 3780
tel more
0330information,
124 3780 contact
visit www.crosbyassociates.co.uk

In 2019, the UK imported
approximately £8 billion-worth of
textiles and apparel products from
countries which are part of the EU
GSP. This accounted for 30% of all
textile and apparel imports into the
UK. We also imported approximately
£1billion-worth of vegetables from
eligible countries, accounting for
around 8% of all vegetable imports.
Businesses that trade on these terms
can now visit gov.uk and find the
information they need in order to
continue doing so. This includes:
• Import rates under the UK GSP.
• Customs requirements for
businesses to claim the GSP tariffs.
• List of eligible countries including
those that will receive GSP market
access if they do not implement
a trade agreement with the UK
before 1 January 2021.
lancschamber.co.uk
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Hungary has a strategically
important central position in
Europe, with well-developed
infrastructure and excellent
transport links to neighbouring
countries. Lying at the crossroads of three TEN-T corridors
allows an easy access to both
Western and Eastern European
countries and thus to the single
market of the EU.
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There is no requirement to obtain
permission to apply postponed
VAT accounting. Except for
businesses which submit an
authorised simplified declaration
before 1 January 2021, VAT
registered businesses can apply
postponed accounting from that
date provided the imported goods
are for use in their business and
they have included their Economic
Operators Registration and
Identification (EORI) number on
their customs declaration.
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DATA PROTECTION
CASE LAW
There are a number of cases in
both the UK and Europe that
are currently working their way
through the courts and which
consider data protection issues.
Data protection law will continue to
mature as judgments are made and
there may be consequences for the
application and interpretation of
the GDPR.

BREXIT
Unsurprisingly, Brexit takes centre
stage in 2020.

“There are a number
of cases in both the UK
and Europe that are
currently working their
way through the courts
and which consider data
protection issues. ”

In the short term at least, the status
quo should be preserved. Although
the UK left the EU on Friday 31
January 2020, GDPR will still
continue to apply in the UK during
the transition period that is due to
run through to 31 December 2020.
However, any respite is likely
to be short-lived. Now that the
transition period is underway,
negotiations over the future
UK-EU relationship have begun
and any implications for the
existing data protection regime
should start to become clearer.
The UK is likely to need to secure
an adequacy decision (meaning
that the European Commission
has determined that a country
offers an equivalent level of data
protection to that in the EU) to
ensure uninterrupted data flows
following the end of the transition
period. While the European
Commission has indicated that it
will seek to start its assessment as
soon as possible and with a view
to adopting a decision by the end
of 2020, there are no guarantees
that the assessment will be
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completed in time or the applicable
conditions met. If not, there could
be significant consequences for
data flows between the EU and the
UK.
ICO STATUTORY CODES
Under the Data Protection Act
2018, the ICO is required to
produce four statutory codes of
practice focussing on:
•
•
•
•

age appropriate design;
data sharing;
direct marketing; and
data protection and journalism.

Work on the codes has already
begun and finalising them is a
priority for the ICO in 2020. These
statutory codes are important
because the ICO, courts and
tribunals are required to take
account of their provisions in any
matters brought before them.

Data protection compliance is
an on-going challenge and the
corporate and commercial team
at B P Collins can help to ensure
that you are prepared in a time of
change including:
• Helping you to audit your
organisation’s data and
processing activities, developing
a plan for carrying out the work;
• Reviewing your legal documents,
including your data protection
policy and record-keeping
processes, privacy notices,
consent forms, terms and
conditions of business and data
transfer documentation;
• Undertaking HR audits;
• Reviewing, drafting or updating
employee handbooks, contracts
and privacy notices;
• Training your in-house data
protection team and giving them
on-going legal support, such as
how to deal with and respond to
subject access requests;
• Helping you develop or update
staff policies and training
programmes for staff - a
critical part of demonstrating
compliance under data
protection laws;
• Helping you prepare and
negotiate contracts with your
customers and suppliers,
involving data processing, which
comply with any new rules.
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new technologies, processes and
materials to increase productivity.
The AMRC works with manufacturers
of all sizes from all sectors helping them
turn ideas into commercial applications by
addressing the gap between technology,
concept and commercialisation. The
research centres work with over a hundred
industrial partners ranging from global
giants such as BAE Systems, Boeing, Rolls
Royce and Airbus to small SMEs.

The Advanced Manufacturing Research
Centre (AMRC) was established in Sheffield
as a partnership between the University
of Sheffield and Boeing and soon became
a world leading centre for innovation. It
has recently established a new Northwest
facility, and is operating in an interim facility
in the centre of Preston, until it moves to
a purpose built facility on the Samlesbury
Aerospace Enterprise Zone in March 2021.
The facility has been backed by Lancashire
Enterprise Partnership (LEP) growth deal

funding and will act as a catalyst, to boost
the region’s manufacturing and help attract
more inward investment into the county.
The AMRC Northwest will specialise
its research in vehicle electrification,
battery assembly, machining, additive
manufacturing, robotics and automation and
industry 4.0 technologies.
The new facility will focus on working with
northwest supply chains to assist them to
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The AMRC North West is already working
with over one hundred Lancashire based
manufacturing SMEs to de-risk their
journey to digitalisation and the 4th
industrial revolution.
The AMRC NW has just launched a series of
funded workshops. To book and to find out
more please visit www.eventbrite.co.uk or
contact us through nwadmin@amrc.co.uk
/ 01254 947100

“We will be continuing to
offer a monthly webinar
from January on the
Border Operating Model
under the title of CUSTOMS
2021: THE NEW AGE and
offer tips and advice to
ensure the transition is
as easy as possible for
you going forward.”

Growth in export over the last years
shows that Hungarian products are
competitive at a global level and
after Brexit the UK will be Hungary’s
no.2 trading partner outside the
EU. Companies from Hungary offer
high quality and innovative products
in several industries. Electronics,
automotive industry, machinery
and metal industry are considered
the main sectors for trade with
high potential in health-, agro-and
food industry and with unexploited
potential in medical equipment,
digital solutions and creative
industry.
Hungary continuously improves its
taxation system to foster growth
and to improve the business climate.

“Motivated, committed
and well educated
Hungarian employees
work to achieve excellent
results at all levels in
all fields – from skilled
craftsmen to engineers,
from business managers
to software developers.”

remarkable “advanced
manufacturing & innovation
centre” of Europe.
To facilitate foreign direct
investments and reinvestments by
local enterprises and to increase
competitiveness there are also
wide-ranging incentives – both
refundable and non-refundable
– available. The main types of
incentives are cash subsidies
(either from the Hungarian
Government or from EU Funds),
tax incentives, low-interest loans,
and training subsidies.

The political and economic
stability, the foreign trade focused
foreign policy, the commitment on
improving the business climate,
The emphasis has been shifted
the clear agenda on economic
from income-type taxes to
development and FDI strategy
Forty-five of the world’s 80 largest
consumption-type taxes. The
multi - nationals, and many of their and a clear legal and regulatory
flat personal income tax system
framework make Hungary an
SME suppliers, have established
(15%) was introduced as a lowideal environment for sustainable
a long-term presence in Hungary,
rate family-friendly system, where
growth.
benefiting from the highly skilled
the costs of raising children are
It is important therefore that not
workforce, access to world-class
taken into account. The corporate
only do you identify what you
If you would like more information
income tax rate is the lowest in the universities, an advantageous
import directly for use in your
about the business, trade and
location, qualified suppliers,
EU with 9%. Hungary is committed
end product but also if your U.K.
investment opportunities please
and from an advanced business
Your Chamber is here to help,
to the gradual reduction of the tax
suppliers have imported materials
VAT must be accounted for in the
contact the Consulate General of
infrastructure. Investors do not
do not hesitate to contact
usand Learns,” which cover key
burden related to employment and
VAT return which includes the date or products that you have
“Lunch
Hungary in Manchester at trade.
simply regard Hungary as an ideal
for any assistance youenvironmental
need on
purchased from them.
on which the goods are imported.
and energy savingas a result the social contribution
man@mfa.gov.hu
production
location,
but
also
as
a
International Trade. good practice topics, for instance;tax rate is only 15.5%.
In July of this year the
waste, sustainable procurement,
Chancellor announced the
manufacturing technology, water
government’s new £2bn
lancschamber.co.uk
management and biodiversity.
‘Kickstart Scheme’ to
The popular Lunch and Learn
help the country address
series will continue in a webinar
the issue with youth
format for the foreseeable future.
unemployment.
To see the latest events, visit the
Chamber Low Carbon website
The programme, which
www.chamberlowcarbon.co.uk.
is set to go live soon, will
subsidise six-month work
LOW CARBON & RENEWABLE
placements for young
TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT
people on Universal Credit
This £6m European funded
Free consultant support is available if
for setup costs, ongoing
Wage for 25 hours a
aged between 16 and 24,
programme is committed to
you are developing a new piece of low
support and training.
week, plus associated
who are at risk of longthe provision of a FREE suite
carbon technology or a product/idea
employer National
term unemployment,
of services aimed to help
which will reduce carbon emissions.
The scheme is open to all
Insurance contributions
with the primary aim of
businesses improve energy
The consultant will help bring it
businesses who believe
upskilling them and helping and employer minimum
and environmental efficiencies,
to market, see it manufactured
they can support the
automatic enrolment
them to secure long term,
introduce on site renewable energy
locally and find target customers.
development of young
ENVIRONMENTAL
pension contributions. In
meaningful, employment.
generation and save money.
people. Those who wish
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM SUPPORT
addition, businesses taking
CHAMBER LOW CARBON
to take on fewer than 30
Free workshops (“Green Rose”
on a Kickstart candidate
The Government will
SUPPLIER LIST
placements can lodge
sessions) to help you work towards
can apply for £1,500 per
fund 100% of the relevant
If you are a supplier of low
their vacancies with the
ISO14001 and build your own
job placement available
National Minimum
We are working in partnership
carbon
technology,
or
support
Environmental Management System.
with East Lancashire Chamber of
supplier, you can be added to the
The new format for these sessions is
Commerce, Businesswise Solutions
Chamber Low Carbon database
a maximum number of six attending
Ltd and BOOST to support
of preferred suppliers. The teams
in person, with other delegates
Lancashire businesses in going
Supply Chain Manager will arrange
participating in a virtual format
green and reducing their carbon
a meeting to understand your
online. Documents are tailored to
footprint. The Chamber Low Carbon
capabilities and request three
your business and one to one support
Programme Team are available to
references to validate your work
is offered to conduct reviews and a
provide remote and on-site support
and obtain any case studies.
pre-inspection audit. If you already
as required to help Lancashire
have the quality management
The new hub provides
businesses Build Back Better as the
A new Brexit
ELIGIBILITY
system, you can use the support as
resources, practical
Net Zero Carbon agenda accelerates
Information Hub has
To be eligible for the Chamber Low
a refresher. Having an environmental
information and
in the post Covid-19 recovery.
been launched online
Carbon Programme you need to be
policy is becoming increasingly
webinars for businesses
by the Government
a Lancashire based SME (small &
important and can improve overall
to prepare across all key
Below are the services available:
to help businesses
medium sized enterprise). An SME is
scoring when submitting tenders.
areas of change such as:
prepare for Brexit which
classified as having less than 250 staff,
GRANT FUNDING
is just weeks away.
a turnover of less than £44m, and that
ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL
• Customs
Access to a 50% grant up to
25% of the business is not owned by
ADVICE & SUPPORT
• Controls
£15,000, or a 30% grant up to £25k
Brexit means new
another company or group that does
A free Energy & Environmental
• Product Compliance
to support the overall project cost
customs procedures and
not then meet the SME thresholds.
(E & E) Audit on your business,
and Certification
of low carbon investments, for
regulatory requirements
calculating your carbon footprint and
• Supply Chain
example: LED lighting, solar panels,
for anyone trading
Any business who would like to sign
recommendations on how to reduce
• Financial
electric vehicle charging points,
with the UK (excluding
up for the programme or find out
costs. This is a comprehensive audit
Management
biomass, replacement of industrial
Northern Ireland).
more, please contact our Chamber
which looks at all areas of a business’
• And more
boilers, voltage optimisation.
Low Carbon Marketing Officer,
impact on the environment, including,
The funding covers not only the
Many companies still need
Clare Scurr clares@lancschamber.
water usage and waste streams.
The hub can be
purchase of the equipment, but
to take the necessary
co.uk or 01772 653000.
accessed via
the enabling costs as well.
steps to prepare for the
Regular events are held including the
Gov.ie/getbrexitready.
start of new checks and
controls on trade that
East Lancashire
come with the end of the
Chamber of
transition period.
Commerce

“There is no requirement
to obtain permission
to apply postponed
VAT accounting. Except
for businesses which
submit an authorised
Low Carbon
simplified declaration
before 1 January 2021”
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Rules of Origin - These rules
allow governments to determine
where goods originate from (i.e.
where they have been produced
or manufactured rather than
simply where they have been
shipped from). The national source
of a product is relevant when
identifying which customs duties
to apply to an imported product.
Since governments reduce or
remove tariffs for certain countries
under free trade agreements
(FTAs) and other arrangements,
they need to make sure that this
advantageous access applies only
to imports from countries they
have agreements with. These rules
set out a minimum proportion
of the value of a good that must
come from a partner country to
qualify for reduced or zero duties.

The
country
is wellknown for
its highly
educated, skilled
and relatively
cheap labour force (the
minimum wage is only 487
EUR), with high levels of English
language knowledge. Motivated,
committed and well educated
Hungarian employees work to
achieve excellent results at all
levels in all fields – from skilled
craftsmen to engineers, from
business managers to software
developers.

We will be continuing to offer a
monthly webinar from January
on the Border Operating Model
under the title of CUSTOMS 2021:
THE NEW AGE and offer tips and
advice to ensure the transition is
as easy as possible for you going
forward. These events will be free
of charge to all Chamber members
and available to non-members at a
cost of £20.00 plus. VAT.

News

KICKSTARTING LANCASHIRE’S
EMPLOYABILITY

THE CHAMBER
LOW CARBON
PROGRAMME

Chamber, who will apply,
as an ‘approved gateway’
on their behalf. There is no
19
cost for this service.
The NWL Chamber of
Commerce has already
supported over 300
businesses in Lancashire,
with over 1000 potential
placements pledged to the
scheme.
The scheme is set to come
to an end in the summer of
2022 with employers able
to apply for placements
until December 2021. The
Chamber will be accepting
applications through until
December and any interest
can be registered
by contacting
cexec@lancschamber.co.uk.

A new Brexit
Information Hub

FULLY FUNDED WORKSHOPS FOR SME MANUFACTURERS
BASED IN LANCASHIRE
The Advanced Manufacturing Research Centre North West (AMRC NW)
is a world class centre for high value manufacturing research based in
central Lancashire. AMRC North West supports businesses to engage
and adopt Industry 4.0 technologies demystifying and de-risking the
process through research, collaboration and knowledge.
AMRC NORTH WEST TECHNICAL WORKSHOP DATES
1. “How to Grow Your Business with 3D Printing”
AMRC NW AM team workshop will benefit the attendee
with basic understanding of applications for Additive
Manufacturing.
19th March, 8th April, 6th May 2020

2. “Boost Productivity Through Digital Manufacturing”
AMRC NW Digital team workshop will be covering an
understanding of Industry 4.0
technologies and manufacturing processes.
14th April, 26th May, 16th June 2020

For further information and booking please visit AMRC NW Eventbrite page

lancschamber.co.uk
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